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Commissioner for Patents 

The Preliminary Amendment of March 1 1, 201 1 will not be entered because it was received after preparation of the first Office Action 
on the merits. The March 1 1, 20 11 preliminary amendment unduly interferes with the preparation of the first ( MTice Action according 
to 37 CFR 1 . 1 15(b)(2) (see full text below). 

The first Office Action on the merits was prepared and the search completed on March 4, 201 1. The first Office Action was approved 
on March 1 2, 20 1 1 and mailed on March 1 5 , 20 1 1 . As of the receipt date of March 1 1 , 20 1 1 of the preliminary amendment, the first 
Office Action and search w ere complete. The twelve ( 12) additional claims presented in the preliminary amendment of March 11, 
201 1, would significantly change the the current set of claims and unduly interfere with the preparation of the first Office Action. 
Therefore, the preliminary amendment, it will not be entered. 

37 CFR 1.115. Preliminary amendments. 

(b)A preliminary amendment in compliance with § 1.121 will be entered unless disapproved by the Director. 

(1) A preliminary amendment seeking cancellation of all the claims without presenting any new or substitute claims will be 
disapproved. 

(2) A preliminary amendment may be disapproved if the preliminary amendment unduly interferes with the preparation of a first 
Office action in an application. Factors that will be consid-iered in disapproving a preliminary amendment include: 

(i) The state of preparation of a first Office action as of the date of receipt (§ 1.6) of the preliminary amendment by the Office; and 

(ii) The nature of any changes to the specification or claims that would result from entry of the preliminary amend-rrient. 

(3) A preliminary amendment will not be disapproved under (b)(2) of this section if it is filed no later than: 

(i) Three months from the filing date of an application under § 1 .53 (b); 

(ii) The filing date of a continued prosecution application under § 1.53 (d); or 

(iii) Three months from the date the national stage is entered as set forth in § 1.491 in an international application. 

(4) The time periods specified in paragraph (b)(3) of this section are not extendable. 
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